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Good morning,
 

On Wednesday, March 26th, the Natural and Mathematical Sciences Subcommittee of the ASC
Curriculum Committee reviewed a new course request for Biology 4210.
 
At this time, the Subcommittee declined to vote on the request and would like the following
feedback items implemented within a revision:

The Subcommittee noted (as stated on page 1 of the syllabus) that the course is set to only meet
twice weekly for 80 minutes each class session. This is not enough contact hours to meet the
standards of a 4-credit hour course. As a reminder, for every credit hour, there should be one
hour of direct instruction and two hours of out-of-classroom experiences (or, if calculated at the
laboratory rate, 2 hours of direct instruction and one hour of out-of-classroom experiences) in
order for a student to earn a letter grade of “C”. This means that for a 4-credit course meeting
twice a week, class meetings will need to be 110 minutes each session (if calculated at the
traditional “lecture” style). Additionally, underneath the “Credit Hours and Work Expectation”
section on page 1 of the syllabus, this statement should be corrected to read that there will be 4
hours a week of direct instruction and 8 hours a week of out-of-classroom experiences.
The Subcommittee would like to see a small sampling of the articles and primary literature that
will be read within the course to allow them to have a better understanding of both student
workload and how the literature will interact with course assignments.
The Subcommittee noted that a goal of the course was to produce a publishable work (as noted
on page 4 of the syllabus). They would like to see additional information in the syllabus
surrounding the logistics of publishing the work students complete during the session. How will
authorship be dispersed? What obligations will students have outside of the course once the work
is published? How will students be able to manage control of how they want to be included on the
publication? Recognizing that the work will likely not be published prior to the end of the
semester, how will the instructor continue to work with students once the semester ends and the
work moves through the publication process?
The Subcommittee asks that the unit seek concurrence with the College of Education and Human
Ecology. The contact for the College of Education and Human Ecology is Associate Dean Anastasia
Synder.893.
The Subcommittee noted that the prerequisite for this course is Biology 3501.xx. Biology 3501.xx
is a course that will predominantly only be taken by students within the Biology major and minor.
As a reminder, General Education courses must be broadly available to students from a diverse
and large background and should not be geared towards any particular population of student.
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While the issue of determining whether a course is a valid GE course is the purview of the Themes
Subcommittee, the Natural and Mathematical Sciences Subcommittee would like to make the
recommendation to change the prerequisite to be far more inclusive of non-Biology students.

 
I will return the proposal via curriculum.osu.edu to allow you to address these feedback items.
 
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to Christopher Hadad, faculty
Chair of the Natural and Mathematical Sciences Subcommittee, or me.
 
All my best,
Michael

Michael Hilty
Curriculum and Assessment Coordinator
ASC Staff Advisory Council, Chair

The Ohio State University
The College of Arts and Sciences
ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services
306A Dulles Hall
230 Annie and John Glenn Ave, Columbus, OH 43210
614-247-6089 Office
hilty.70@osu.edu / asccas.osu.edu

Pronouns: he/him/his, they/them/theirs / Honorific: Mx.
-BLACK LIVES MATTER-
STOP AAPI HATE
DACA/undocumented ally

      
I acknowledge that the land that The Ohio State University occupies is the ancestral and contemporary territory of the
Shawnee, Potawatomi, Delaware, Miami, Peoria, Seneca, Wyandotte, Ojibwe and Cherokee peoples. Specifically, the
university resides on land ceded in the 1795 Treaty of Greeneville and the forced removal of tribes through the Indian
Removal Act of 1830. I  honor the resiliency of these tribal nations and recognize the historical contexts that has and
continues to affect the Indigenous peoples of this land.
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